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Who are 
ERPA?



ERPA are the first European network representing (professional) producers
of rural poultry in Europe

European association, created in 2007, headquartered in Paris

Their missions: 

➢ To make the European rural poultry production well known and represent it to 
European and national administrations and other organizations

➢ To help to preserve and develop the production of rural poultry in Europe by 
recognizing its particularities

➢ To defend free range, extensive, and family-based methods of farming, and slow-
growth

➢ To be a forum of exchange/dialogue between European rural poultry players

Their main challenges: 

1. To allow rural poultry to continue to exist in Europe 

2. To make the specificities of these rural productions well known 

Since early 2018, ERPA work with the consulting agency



What are rural 
poultry?



Diversified 
productions, with a 

common ethic

Free range farming, extensive farming
respecting animal welfare, use of 
poultry adapted to free range 

Colored birds from rustic slow-growing 
strains

Farms and poultry houses with limited
size, on a human scale

Local origin of feed (polyculture)

Family capital

Quality products



Diversified productions and producers:

Sale of 
live 

products

Breeding
meat & eggs

Hatching: 1d 
old chicks

4/6 weeks old

Live birds

Eggs and dressed chicken

Independant
farmers,

with or without 
small 

slaughterhouse

Organized
poultry sector

"Traditional"  
without quality sign

With quality signs: 
organic, Label 

Rouge, PGI, PDO



Rural poultry support a large number of 
producers, mainly in the South and East of 

Europe

Approximately 2,500,000 colored breeding birds in 
Europe

= more than 400,000,000 rural poultry produced annually in 
Europe

= thousands of producers, including family farms

For the whole chain: a turnover of about 2 billion euros

A large number of players live directly and indirectly 
through this sector: hatchers, feed producers, farmers, 
slaughterhouses
+ indirect ones: transporters, tools, veterinarians, etc.



Indicative but 
incomplete data 
for Europe in 2015:

Estimated volumes of colored chickens 
produced in Southern and Eastern Europe

Estimated production 
of colored birds

For organized poultry sector

France 153 000 000   
115 M Label Rouge « traditional
free range » (81d) 
and 8 M organic (81j)

Italy 45 000 000   

Portugal 33 000 000   7% of the national production is
« traditional free range » (81d)  

Spain 30 000 000   
1 to 2% of the national 
production : < 10 M as « free 
range » (56d) and organic

Hongary 30 000 000   

Greece 7 500 000   

Belgium 3 000 000   
About 3 M as organic and 
traditional free range 

Sources : ERPA members and experts



Who are ERPA 
members?



ERPA members

National associations of producers or companies

Breeders, for meat and eggs

Our members are from many countries: Belgium, Spain, France, Italy, Czech Republic, 
Romania, Hungary.

3 new members!

✓ HENDRIX 
GENETICS 
LAYERS – ISA

✓ HY-LINE France

✓ LOHMANN 
TIERZUCHT



What are ERPA 
activities?



In a few years: a recognition as European Interlocutor with: 

- the European Commission (DG AGRI, DG SANTE) 

- the European Parliament

- national authorities of member-states

Representation of rural poultry in the European institutions: 

- Member of 3 civil dialogue groups of DG AGRI (poultry/eggs, organic 
farming, quality/promotion) 

- Member of the advisory committee on animal health of the DG SANTE

- And since 2017: member of the platform on AW of the EC

ERPA: a well known structure



Marketing 
standards

Animal 
health law

Organic
farming

Official 
controls and 

small
slaughter-

houses

Avian
Influenza

Animal 
welfare

Main topics followed by ERPA in 2018



Avian Influenza

NO!
Not funny!

Got
that?

Atshoo
!



A difficult context in Europe since 2016, with more or less difficult situations 
depending on the country and the year. Fewer cases on farms in 2018.

Challenge for ERPA: to preserve free range poultry farming and the specificities of 
rural productions (young poultry, small units...)

Positions defended by ERPA: 

- Rural poultry are not more sensitive.

- We should not stigmatize free range poultry. Confinement may be useful in 
some situations, but should not be systematic.

- Specificities of rural poultry could avoid a large spread of AI in some cases: 
hardiness of poultry, small size of farms, low densities.

- It is possible and important to implement serious biosecurity measures, 
including rural poultry.

Context and challenge for ERPA



Some actions carried out by ERPA in 2018

Follow-up of the AI situation in Europe

Follow-up of the discussions on the notification of low pathogenic cases 

Dissemination of the 2 sheets drafted in 2017: recommendations of biosecurity 
measures for rural poultry farmers in Europe

Intervention within the scope of the secondary acts of the Animal Health Law to 
ensure that free range Gallinacean are not specifically targeted by IA analyzes 
before movement within the European Union

Internal exchanges on scientific knowledge and IA analysis results in rural poultry



Available on: 
www.erpa-

ruralpoultry.eu

http://www.erpa-ruralpoultry.eu/




European 
Regulation on 
organic farming



Context: review of the Regulation launched in March 2014 by the EC

What do we wish? An organic farming which gives confidence! And technically 
consistent!

To maintain the possibility to use one-day-old chicks from non-organic breeders, to 
preserve the current genetic diversity

To have the obligation of slow growth for broilers: ADG of 35 g/d maxi, with a 
minimum age of 70 days to ensure their quality

To have a « traditional » and non-industrial type of farming, by limiting the farm size:
- For laying hens: 24 000 maxi by farm and 12 000 maxi by poultryhouse
- For poultry for meat: 1600 m² maxi by farm and 480 m² maxi by poultryhouse

To have rules for organic pullets and parents, compatible with technical and sanitary
requirements = no mandatory access outdoors

To have organic feed taking into account technical constraints and supply possibilities:
- possibility to use 5% of non-organic protein feed
- to require 40% of local sourcing
- a clear European definition of « local sourcing »



Many lobbying actions done by ERPA 
and their members since 2014

With the Commission : 
- Meeting with the Commission and the team of Commissioner Hogan

- Intervention on slow growth at the civil dialog group in December 2015 to present the current 
distortions and ERPA proposals

With the European Parliament: vote of a large number of amendments proposed by ERPA in the 
report of the Parliament in October 2015!

With the Council of Ministers: diffusion of our positions through the ministries and permanent 
representation in Brussels

Contacts with European organizations: ELPHA, COPA-COGECA, IFOAM UE

Follow-up of trilogues throughout 2016 and 2017 until the adoption of Regulation 
2018/848 in June 2018

Follow-up of secondary acts secondaires on future rules of production for poultry in 2018 

Support of the particular work of ELPHA on production rules for organic breeders  

Common letter of European Parliamentarians to Commissioner Hogan in December 2018 
on problematic topics highlighted by ERPA



State of play in February 2019

The EC has just publicized its proposal on which Member States must exchange, 
then vote

Some ERPA technical proposals have been approved on several points

NEVERTHELESS there are a lot of unresolved sensitive topics so far:

➢ Limitation of the size of poultryhouses?

➢ Free range access and production rules for organic breeding birds (parents)? 

➢ Production rules for pullets?

➢ Production rules for species other than Gallus?

➢ Size of the perches?

The Regulation will bring new constraints for farmers and the entire sector, and 
will require investments (mandatory free range access for pullets and parents, 
mandatory perches…)

Will this regulation instill confidence for consumers and help the organic market to 
develop??



Other actions of ERPA 
in 2018

Extension of derogations/100% organic
feed & pullets:

The derogations should have ended
on 31/12/18 

ERPA request to the EC: to extend 
the derogations until the 
application of the new Regulation 
in 2021

EC decision end of 2018: extension 
until 31/12/20 (Regulation 
2018/1584)



Health Regulations: 

Official controls and small
slaughterhouses

Animal Health Law and 
traceability of live poultry



Official controls and small slaughterhouses

Context: publication in March 2017 of the Regulation on "official controls" gathering and clarifying 
the entire system of official controls throughout the food chain

Issue for rural poultry: presence of official veterinarians in slaughterhouses. Possibility of 
delegating ante-mortem and post-mortem official inspections to a trained auxiliary under certain 
conditions  criteria and conditions defined by the Commission in 2018 in the secondary acts

Positions defended by ERPA: small slaughterhouses are valuable to ensure the sustainability of 
rural poultry. The European regulation must be flexible and adapted to their specificities in order 
to preserve them = request for flexibility for small slaughterhouses with possibility of modulating 
the frequency of the veterinarian passage based on a risk analysis; and possibility of inspection by 
trained staff, under the responsibility of the veterinarian, with strict conditions.

Many actions carried out by ERPA in 2018:
- Position papers + exchanges with EC
- Exchanges with the organizations concerned by the subject: FIA/AVEC, CFA/COPA COGECA, 

Confédération paysanne/Via Campesina, FNEAP, FEDEV, UECBV
- ERPA contribution to EC public consultations end of 2018, ERPA position relayed by several 

contributors

NEVERTHELESS, the EC considers that inspections in poultry slaughterhouses must occur daily and 
that the occasional presence of the veterinarian, based on a risk analysis, is not defensible



Context: 

- Publication of the European regulation « Animal Health Law » in 2016, gathering all 
the existing regulations on this subject

- Discussion on the numerous secondary acts in 2018 including:

➢ Registration and approval of establishments and identification of kept animals

➢ Animal health requirements for movements within the union of kept terrestrial 
animals and hatching eggs 

➢ Surveillance, eradication programmes and free status of animal diseases 

➢ Rules for the prevention and control of certain listed diseases 

Positions defended by ERPA: request to take into account the specificities of rural 
poultry and defense of free range farming

Actions carried out by ERPA: follow-up on the numerous secondary acts and specific 
interventions with the competent authorities

 To follow in 2019

Animal Health Law 



Context: Traceability systems are specific to each Member State. In particular, 
the stage of sale to individuals raises problems in terms of 
registration/identification of players and traceability of poultry movements

Positions defended by ERPA: wish for harmonization and simplification of 
registration procedures for movements of live poultry in the EU

Actions carried out by ERPA: comparison study on the Regulations and 
traceability practices regarding live poultry in 3 countries: Belgium, Spain and 
France

 objective: come up with a proposal for a harmonized system within the scope of 
the Animal Health Law

 proposition: drafting forms to facilitate the registration of private farming
/personnal customers and ensure the traceability of poultry to non-professional 
farmers

Traceability of live poultry



Animal welfare

Context: sensitive subject, particularly pushed by the NGOs, very active in each
country and in Brussels

Issues for rural poultry: 

- To make known their qualities (free range, extensive rearing, low densities, slow 
growth...) in order to be better valued and cited as examples

- Not to be overtaken by certification standards on animal welfare, which may
erase the real differences between types of farming

Actions carries out by ERPA:

- Participation to the EU Platform on animal welfare since 2017

 Particularly, active participation to the sub-group on pullets set up in 2018

- Follow-up of the European discussions, in particular those of the European 
Parliament's Animal Welfare Intergroup 



Marketing 
standards



ui

Marketing standards for poultry meat and eggs

These are the European texts defining the types of farming for poultry meat 

(voluntary) and eggs (mandatory)

Context: since the publication of the Single CMO Regulation at the end of 2013, the 

marketing standards should be revised. Objective of the EC: simplification.

Position defended by ERPA: to preserve the existing farming methods, because they

are fundamental for segmentation and clarity with consumers

For poultry meat :

- To maintain the current rules and definitions concerning the indication of 

farming methods

- To maintain the obligation of control of these optional farming methods 

- To maintain the possibility of additional national rules to indicate the types of 

farming.



For eggs: 

- To maintain current rules and definitions on the different types of farming

- To add an annual mandatory control of all alternative farming methods (codes 
1 and 2) to check the correct application of the criteria laid down in the 
marketing standards

- To require the marking of eggs on the farm, unless exception defined and 
authorized by each Member State

Many activities engaged by ERPA since 2013 with the EC to publicize its positions

 To follow closely: a study must be carried out by an independent organization, for 
the European Commission, to identify the points of the standards which should 
evolve.

ui

Marketing standards for poultry meat and eggs



ERPA

7 rue du Faubourg Poissonnière 

75009 Paris – FRANCE

Tél : +33 (0)1 82 73 06 99 

Email : 

contact@erpa-ruralpoultry.eu

m.guyot@erpa-ruralpoultry.eu

Web : www.erpa-ruralpoultry.eu

mailto:contact@erpa-ruralpoultry.eu
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