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European marketing standards:  
an essential tool to promote rural poultry  

 
 
More than 100 participants attended the European Rural Poultry Association (ERPA) webinar 
titled «Rural Poultry: In line with European Sustainability Ambitions» on Wednesday 30 March 
2022.  
 
Clara Aguilera (S&D, Spain), member of the European Parliament (MEP) and chair of the 
event, mentioned the current complex situation. On the one hand, future European legislations 
that will apply to the agricultural sector and that will result in particular from the Biodiversity 
and Farm to Fork Strategies. And on the other hand, the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, which is 
contributing to an unprecedented increase in the price of raw materials and foodstuffs and is 
bringing back the urgent need for food security on the old continent. For Lukas Visek (Member 
of the Cabinet of Frans Timmermans, Vice-President of the European Commission), this 
autonomy requires a transition towards greater sustainability. 
 
Rural poultry fits right into the sustainability objectives of the European Union, thanks to its 
intrinsic characteristics pointed out by Carlos Terraz (President of ERPA): extensive 
production methods, a family economy, an emphasis on product quality, the attraction of short 
circuits, attention to animal welfare, their contribution to rural development and their benefits 
for the environment. However, according to Lukas Visek, the value of these local products is 
not sufficiently recognised. This is why, the Commission is working to change this situation. 
 
One of the fundamental tools for a better recognition and valorisation of alternative production 
methods are the European marketing standards, currently under revision.  
« These standards must be used to enable consumers to make informed choices and restore 
meaning to product prices», said Benoît Drouin (Breeder and Vice President of Synalaf). MEP 
Ulrike Müller (Germany, Renew Europe) also followed this line of thought, indicating that 
marketing standards for poultry should be maintained while adapting them to consumer 
expectations.  
 
ERPA calls on the European Commission to maintain the current marketing standards for 
poultry meat. As far as laying hens are concerned, the association is asking for the possibility 
of introducing photovoltaic panels on free-range runs (as it is already the case for broilers), the 
marking of eggs on farm, which would not entail significant costs for small farmers, and the 
strengthening of controls. The objective is to provide more guarantees to consumers.  
 
In conclusion, MEP Carmen Avram (S&D, Romania) praised the multiple benefits of rural 
poultry and called for financial instruments to be put in place to increase the value of these 
alternative livestock production methods. Faced with many challenges to be met, which were 
listed by Mohamed Bouzidi (Economics Officer, ITAVI): risk of reduced availability of land for 
outdoor runs, increase in the gap in technical gains between standard poultry and rural poultry, 
sharp rise in production costs, etc, « Rural poultry also has opportunities », concluded Ms. 
Avram.     



 
 

 
 

 
 
Chaired by Eric Cachan, representative of ERPA, the round table brought together four speakers: Ulrike 
Müller, MEP, Member of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development of the European 
Parliament; Kai-Uwe Sprenger, Head of Sector Meat, Eggs, Honey, Directorate General for Agriculture 
and Rural Development, European Commission; Birthe Steenberg, Secretary General, AVEC 
(European Poultry Association) and Benoît Drouin, Vice President of Synalaf (National Union of Poultry 
Labels of France) and breeder. 

 
 

 
 
 

Created in 2007, ERPA's objectives include preserving and developing the production of rural poultry in Europe 

(colored broiler poultry from rustic, slow-growing strains) and promoting its particularities, as well as defending 

free-range, extensive and family farming methods.  

More information is available on : 

https://www.erpa-ruralpoultry.eu/ 
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